May 12, 2013
Ascension Sunday – Family Sunday

Liturgical Theme: the particular call of the family in the context of Christ’s call to his disciples, at his
Ascension, to share in his mission and ministry as prophet, priest and king.

Bulletin Insert

“The vocation of being a “protector” … It means caring for one another in our families: husbands and
wives first protect one another, and then, as parents, they care for their children, and children
themselves, in time, protect their parents. It means building sincere friendships in which we protect one
another in trust, respect, and goodness. In the end, everything has been entrusted to our protection,
and all of us are responsible for it. Be protectors of God’s gifts!” – Pope Francis, Mass, Imposition of the
Pallium and Bestowal of the Fisherman’s Ring for the Beginning of the Petrine Ministry of the Bishop of
Rome, Homily, Tuesday, March 19, 2013, Saint Peter’s Square.

General Intercessions
Celebrant: Confident that God will hear our prayers, we place our needs before the Lord.
Lector:
 For all people, as the Church celebrates the solemnity of the Ascension; that they may
encounter the beauty of the love and mercy of the Lord, we pray to the Lord…
 For Pope Francis, Archbishop Smith, auxiliary Bishop Greg, and all the clergy; that they may be
loving witnesses of the Lord, we pray to the Lord...
 For our country’s leaders, that they will be mindful of the needs of all the people they govern
and serve, we pray to the Lord...
 For all Christian families, that they may embrace Christ’s invitation to proclaim the Good News
to the whole world, we pray to the Lord…
 For all mothers, that they be supported and encouraged in their special vocation of love for
others, we pray to the Lord…
 For those in need of hope, that they may be inspired by the Ascension of our Lord and trust that
God offers them eternal happiness, we pray to the Lord...
 For all our parishioners and their family members who have died, that they may share in the
joys of eternal life, we pray to the Lord...
Celebrant: God of glory, as we commemorate this day when your Son Jesus was exalted in great
triumph, hear our petitions and send us your Spirit of truth. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Homily Notes (from Zenit.org)
ROME, MAY 18, 2007 (Zenit.org).- Here is a translation of a commentary by the Pontifical Household
preacher, Capuchin Father Raniero Cantalamessa, on the readings from this Sunday's liturgy.
www.zenit.org/en/articles/father-cantalamessa-on-witness
You Will Be My Witnesses
Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23; Luke 24:46-53
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If we do not want the Ascension to be a sad "farewell," but rather a true feast, then we must understand
the radical difference between a disappearance and a departure. With the ascension, Jesus has not
departed, he has not become absent; he has only disappeared from our sight. Those who leave are no
longer here; those who only go out of our sight, however, can still be near us -- it is only that something
prevents our seeing them. Jesus does disappear from the apostles' sight at the ascension but he does so
to be present in another more intimate way.
He is no longer outside them but within them. This is similar to the Eucharist. So long as the host is
outside of us we see it, we adore it; when we receive the host we no longer see it, it has disappeared,
but it has disappeared to be within us. It is present in a new, more powerful way.
But it will be asked: If Jesus is no longer visible, how will men come to know of his presence? The answer
is that he wants to make himself present through his disciples! In his Gospel and in the Acts of the
Apostles, the Evangelist Luke closely links the Ascension with the theme of testimony: "You are
witnesses of these things" (Luke 24:48).
The "you" indicates in the first place the apostles who were with Jesus. After the apostles, this "official"
testimony -- official because it is connected to their office -- passes to their successors, the bishops and
priests. But the "you" also regards all the baptized and believers in Christ. "Each individual layman," says
a document of the Second Vatican Council, "must stand before the world as a witness to the
resurrection and life of the Lord Jesus and a symbol of the living God" ("Lumen Gentium," 38).
Pope Paul VI has famously said that "the world needs witnesses more than it needs teachers." It is
relatively easy to be a teacher. It is much less easy to be a witness. In fact, the world is full of both true
and false teachers, but has few witnesses. Between the two roles there is the same difference as that
between saying and doing. "Actions," an English proverb says, "speak louder than words."
The witness is one who speaks with his life. A believing father and mother must be "the first witnesses
of faith" for their children. (The Church asks this for them from God in the blessing that follows the rite
of matrimony).
Let us give a specific example. At this time of year many children are preparing for first Communion and
confirmation. A believing mother or father can help the child review the catechism, explain the meaning
of the words to him, and help him memorize the responses. Such parents are doing a beautiful thing and
if only there were more who did this!
But what would a child think if after all that his parents said and did for his first Communion, they never
go to Mass on Sunday, they never make the sign of the cross and never pray? They have been teachers,
but they haven't been witnesses.
Naturally, the testimony of the parents must not limit itself to the time of the first Communion or
confirmation of their children. With the way they correct and forgive the child and forgive each other,
with the way they speak with respect of those who are not present, with the way they conduct
themselves before a poor person begging for alms, with the comments they make in the presence of the
children when they are listening to the news, parents have the possibility of bearing witness to their
faith every day.
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The souls of children are like sheets of photographic film: Everything they see and hear in the years of
childhood leaves a trace and one day the "film" will be "developed" and will bear its fruits -- for good or
for bad.
(May 18, 2007) © Innovative Media Inc.

Mother’s Day Blessing
Leader: Holy God, you compared your own love for your people to the love of a mother for her
children. Look with kindness on the mothers in our parish community who have shared in your
creating love by the gift of their children.
We thank you for the joys and sorrows of their lives, the giving and sharing, and, especially for your
love that has formed us in your image.
Listen to our prayers and bless the mothers who have nurtured and sustained us. Give them
patience in abundance and let them find joy and satisfaction in all their work.
Glory and praise to you, loving God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary,
and who reigns with you in the glory of heaven, for ever and ever.
All: Amen.
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